[Comparison of ciprofloxacin with biapenem in patients with moderate or severe pneumonia].
We conducted the comparative study to clarify the clinical efficacy and features of ciprofloxacin (CPFX) and biapenem (BIPM) in the treatment of moderate or severe pneumonia. Among 209 patients enrolled, 173 patients (CPFX; 87, BIPM; 86) complying with the protocol were evaluated for safety and 171 (CPFX; 85, BIPM; 86) for efficacy. No significant difference was noted between groups in patient profiles. Both groups were similar in efficacy, as evaluated by the following variables: fever, WBC, CRP, and chest X ray score. The incidence of adverse drug reactions was 16.1% (14/87 patients) in the CPFX group and 16.3% (14/86 patients) in the BIPM group. Phlebitis occasionally occurred in the CPFX group and drug eruption and liver function disorder occasionally in the BIPM group. In conclusion, both CPFX and BIPM were useful in treating moderate or severe pneumonia and no difference was seen between groups in efficacy. Some differences were noted in adverse reactions, however.